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After the non starter year of 2020 I think it goes 
without saying that every single person is eagerly 
awaiting the start of the 2021 season (Whenever that 
may be - at the time of writing still unknown) 

Your Class Association led by Chairman John Putt has 
been busy over the winter planning and actioning 
various items ahead of what we all hope will be a great 
season!

With a resurgence as a class we are seeing fleets grow 
in Weymouth and Cowes, with boats moving around 
the country. Committee member Mark Angell has 
spent some time attempting to map as many boats as 
possible and needs your help! “Initially I was interested 
in understanding where boats were and which boats 
were for sale - partly to assist other interested 
potential owners but also to understand the spread of 
the fleet in the UK.  What started out as a few boats 
has now grown to 200 odd - this information has come 
from a number of sources. In some places I have had 
the assistance of an owner who has been able to give 
me the most up to date info, in other areas I have 
gleaned information from ‘For Sale’ adverts online or 
Sailing Club racing results.” 

“Now we have got to roughly the half way stage I 
would appreciate any information for boats that I don’t 
have on the list - especially if anyone knows of any 
boats that have been scrapped, the ultimate goal is to 
have a complete list of sail numbers for all 400 odd 
boats built by Hunter Boats.” 

A link to the Sonata map can be found on the Sonata 
Association Facebook Page where you can also send 
any information via the message function. 

Northern Championships 

The East Coast will this year host the Northern 
Championship with a return to Scarborough. It’s a 
great holiday venue, with lots of accommodation, 
great sailing, and club craning on Friday and Sunday 
afternoons. Scarborough previously ran a successful 
Nationals and have a building local fleet. 

Inland Championships 

The Inlands are penciled in for November on 
Windermere, and previous entrants to this event will 
remember the eight races in a day  ‘Sprint’ format, 
which provided really close exciting racing. 

Scotland 

For 2021 the Scottish Series in May will run 
concurrently at a number of locations on the Clyde, 
thereby avoiding issues with social distancing etc.    
Like other One Design classes, we are trying to get the 
Sonatas allocated to the East Patch.  September 11/12th 

CCC North Clyde Regatta will be the Sonata Scottish 
Championship for 2021. It is hoped that even if boats 
are not launched in time for the May event that by 
September they will all be afloat and raring to race! 

Chairmans Cha;er 

I’m thrilled to report we’re expecting to see the 
biggest fleet of Sonatas at the Nationals in Cowes this 
year, with potentially forty plus boats attending!! 
Considering some of our Sonatas are over forty years 
old and still going strong it’s a real tribute to the class. 
What a cracking little boat!! 

Like many clubs there have been changes to the 
committee this past year and we are especially 
saddened to see Catherine leaving for personal 
reasons, however, we are very pleased to welcome 
Clive Brooke from Parkstone YC taking up the tiller as 
membership secretary.   

The association has recently been operating as a very 
small group of three - Mark Taylor, Steve Goacher and 
myself, however, Mark Angell from the IOW has 
recently volunteered to become our PR guru and of 
course Clive. Although not officially elected I’m sure 
members will welcome their contribution. Volunteers 
are always most welcome to join the committee. If you 
wish to participate please e-mail Mark or myself we 
anticipate having a Zoom meeting every once in a 
while  

At the last owners meeting in Medway it was 
suggested that perhaps a smaller genoa as a third sail 
should be considered. Steve is now developing a 
prototype for trial this year to be discussed at the AGM 
in August. Steve and Mark Taylor are also reviewing 
class rules. More about this to follow soon…  

We also hope to have a second spare mast in addition 
to the Windermere one, to be based on the south 
coast which can be made available to members at 
short notice.  

Zoom has turned out to be a real boon. It’s meant that 
we five have been able to communicate really well. 
Indeed there’s a real enthusiasm to capitalise on the 
attraction on the Sonata in these difficult times. 

We are planning to email a newsletter to members 
from time to time to update on ideas/ developments 
and we would be pleased to include any interesting 
cruising or racing articles relating to the Sonata.  

We don’t yet know when we will all get out on the 
water again – but with sailing such a healthy sport we 
can only hope its sooner rather than later  

Fair winds  

John Putt

March 2021
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‘Provisional’ 2021 Calendar 

Scotland 

Sco$sh Series (Clyde CC)                                        28th-31st May 
Sco$sh Champs 21/North Clyde Rega?a            11th/12th Sept 

East Coast 

Medway Rega?a (Medway Y.C)                             28th - 31st May 
Sonata Northern Champs (Scarborough S.C)            4th/5th Sept 

Inland 

Sonata Inland Champs (Windermere)                             TBC Nov 

South Coast 

Weymouth Sonata Open (Castle Cove SC)           22nd/23rd May 
Round the Island Race (Island SC)                                      3rd July 
Tai$nger Rega?a (Royal Solent YC)                      16th - 18th July 
Cowes Week (Cowes Combined Clubs)               31st Jul-7th Aug  
Sonata NaSonals (Island SC)                                  15th - 18th Aug 
Itchenor Sonata Open (Itchenor SC)                      25th/26th Sept 

Please submit any addi/onal events with Class starts via the 
Sonata Facebook Page ‘Contact Us’ sec/on

2020/21 Nationals - Cowes 

As I’m sure many of you have seen last years 
restrictions on sailing, travel and social distancing 
didn’t allow us the opportunity to run a Nationals in 
the true spirit of the event! So we along with I guess 
many other classes for the first time in, recent history 
had to cancel the event. 

I hope you will have all seen the revised dates for the 
Nationals taking place after Cowes Week and starting 
on Sunday 15th August, hopefully giving teams time to 
make the journey down. We are very grateful to 
Goodall Roofing and Luke Goodall (Owner of WASP) 
for continuing to commit his support to our event 
even in these challenging times. 

Whilst we know Cowes is a tricky place to get to and 
can be an expensive venue compared to others, we 
hope that making the trip to such a historic sailing 
location with testing conditions on the Solent makes it 
all worth it!  We’ve done our best to keep the costs as 
low as possible and at the time of writing this, 
affordable accommodation is still available at the 
Island Sailing Club along with some more rooms 
available at the Royal London Yacht Club. 

We’ve also secure discounted cranage and trailer 
storage on the mainland for teams travelling not 
under their own keels.  Currently we have in place an 
agreement with Drivers Dry Berthing in Southampton 
to lift in/store trailers and vehicles during event/lift out 
for £200 - this in on a first come first serve basis and 
allows teams to motor/sail to Cowes negating the need 
to buy an expensive ferry ticket for car and boat 
(Approx £250 alone). 

Due to the costs involved in attending for teams 
having to trail - the committee has agreed to support 
each team not attending under their own keel with a 
£100 travelling subside. 

With already 30 boats entered we hope to have one of 
the largest Nationals fleets assembled in recent history 
and look forward to welcoming many of you back to 
Cowes to see the Sonatas battle it out. 

So make sure you have 15th - 18th August blocked out 
in your calendar! 

All the best 
Mark Angell (MINIM) 

More information online at: www.islandsc.org.uk  

or click HERE

Pay your  Membership Fees and promote 
Association Membership to Others! 

 
AssociaIon Benefits 

> SupporIng the running of AssociaIon Events 

> Be enItled to vote at the AssociaIon AGM 
Have a say on Sonata ma7ers 

> Be eligible to access the NSA Selden mast     
    stock should you break your mast 

(once you have been a member for 1 year). This cuts 
the lead #me drama#cally and means you can con#nue 
sailing. 1 mast currently based in Windermere and a 
2nd soon to be based on the South Coast 

> SupporIng the management of the Sonata   
    AssociaIon for the benefit of the class 

The Associa#on con#nues to liaise with owners, clubs, 
RYA and RORC to keep the boat to the original ethos 
of David Thomas, whilst allowing the boats to evolve 
and suit the #mes but keeping a control on costs.

Y O U R  A S S O C I A T I O N  

N E E D S  Y O U ! !

http://www.islandsc.org.uk
https://www.islandsc.org.uk/racing/cowes-sonata-open-event-2020

